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Logitech Annular saw 
designed as versatile 
research tool 
LOGITECH Ltd of 
Glasgow, UK, has intro- 
duced the 'AXLI' preci- 
sion annular saw for small 
production facilities or 
dedicated research labo- 
ratories where there is a 
need for cutting small 
quantities of a range of 
brittle materials. 
The company says the 
saw's versatility means it 
is suitable for applica- 
tions from cutting deli- 
cate electro-optic and 
semiconductor materials, 
such as gallium arsenide, 
to processing rare and 
fragile archaeological spec- 
imens. The unit is avail- 
able in both 110 and 
240 V versions. 
Logitech says the effi- 
ciency of the AXL1 stems 
from its the high specifi- 
cation and performance 
of key machine compo- 
nents. A diamond coated 
saw blade, held under 
tension at its outer edge, 
delivers a finer and more 
precise cut than conven- 
tional blades, according 
to the company. Coolant 
is continually fed to the 
blade via a nozzle, provid- 
ing lubrication and reduc- 
ing friction on the saw 
blade.The quality of cut is 
further assured by the 
use of a hydraulically 
damped cutting table to 
minimize vibration and a 
pressure gauge to moni- 
tor cutting load. 
Logitech says operator 
safety has also been a key 
feature of the saw's de- 
sign, with the drum only 
rotating when the unit's 
perspex hood has been 
closed and stopping auto- 
matically if it is raised. 
David Humphries, 
Logitech Ltd; tel: +44- 
1389-875444; fax: +44- 
1389- 890956; e-mail: 
dih@logitech.uk.com. 
Logitech's AXL1 precision annular saw. 
MKS introduces 
'Micro-Baratron' 
pressure transducers 
MKS Instruments Inc of 
Andover, Massachusetts, 
has expanded its family 
of pressure transducers 
for use in process gas 
delivery systems with 
the release of the 
'Micro-Baratron 870' and 
the 'Micro-Baratron 872' 
models. 
The company says the 
Micro-Baratron units fea- 
tures improved perfor- 
mance, as compared to 
the existing Mini-Bara- 
tron range, while provid- 
ing a canister diameter of 
less than 25.4 mm. 
All wetted surfaces 
are constructed of 
Inconel and Incaloy to 
minimize the effects on 
the semiconductor man- 
ufacturing process from 
corrosive gases. Because 
installation locations are 
becoming tighter and 
smaller, the electrical 
connector  is placed at 
the end of a 228.6 mm 
pigtail, allowing any of 
the standard Bendix, Sub- 
D, or flying leads to ,be 
more easily made.The ze- 
ro potent iometer is locat- 
ed on the side of the 
canister, which is rotat- 
able a full 90 to provide 
maximum access, regard- 
less of installation orien- 
tation. 
Two designs are avail- 
able to meet specific 
system configuration re- 
quirements: the 870 sin- 
gle-ended canister design 
and the 872 flow- 
through version. 
Pressure ranges in- 
clude 0-689, 0-1722, 0- 
6890, and 0-20 670 kPa 
absolute. The company 
says a hard vacuum refer- 
ence cavity (<10 -7 Tort) 
assures no output signal 
variations due to changes 
in barometric pressure. 
Accuracy is based on 
a percentage of reading, 
not full scale, further as- 
suring better resolution 
in the lower pressure 
full-scale ranges. 
MKS Instruments Inc; 
tel: +1-508-975-2350; 
fax: +1-508-975-0093. 
The Micro-Baratron series pressure transducers from MKS 
Instruments. 
III-Vs Review • VoI.IO No. 7 1997 
52 
